Dear Roger, 
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It was necessary to write the attached letter iii fmate and without having ot 
taking time to think it all through# It is to a friend long in book publishing who 
besides being a lawyer and forracr publisher today wheels and deals. It is the rs&n at 
whose hono you loft m the clay I w^nt to how lork to do the job on McDonald# H© then 
su-^stsd, X think for the second tins, that the first four booka bet condensed into one* 
rerriapn you and I also discus sod this than an no have, inconclusively, since. 

1 have no interest la such a project unless it wore to accomplish two objectives s 
he able to reach and inform moro people and produce enough revenue to more than offset 
the lose of sales to the original books, which I'm goinv to imvo to reprint in any event# 

Or, I would not ^o into it witisout r*3sur£hcea that it would pay. 

I do think there i ^ a isarfeet for it and I think with a goed publisher and good 
pncoa It could cream the market. All the others eoobined do not hav;< ^he content , have 
not carried the aubjec: as far, and add practically nothing to what first appeared in 
these works* They ( are mere; than the ground-br^afcsra. They reriain the basic works. 2iot 
that Sylvia) a ian t magnificent. But it is limited and iso such claims can be mde for it* 

It also is cotoing"out a paperback. I'm talking about a hardback and without a super 
advance would not consider m original paperback* Without such an advance, fro~i oven a 
large pub]J;drer the probabilities arc that he'd coast on. the interest ia the subject and 
what alight ba recalled of say reputation. This would not encourage the truck drivers who 
dtamins what gets onto noet racks to even t ut it out woll, 

The questions begins after these considerations. Unless there ia a satisfactory 
arrangement there is no nee ; to go farfchfcriJ:* Before anythin can be done thar^ can be 
changes that would alter everything, including prospects* 

One of the questions we have discussed briefly but I recall no details io whether 
you ^dght want to be th# editor. TMs immediately raises employer questions, el thought 
that could change abruptly anJ could fair jrour hair. 

Of^fend on during the nights X f m sleepless, hast nirht, after writing this, I 
became much L3 s>j cei’tain tiiat this shortest possible book is to b<i preferred, fthile my 
r^c&llootlotts of the specific on tent of Whitewash ap* no long, r cotspl/tely clear, from 
the passing of .zorsr than a decade and the acquisition and publication of new stuff, I 
tend to believe there is litule fat in it. 

I also thought about the r^cheidcs, cf using it as a base snd adding, r echanically , 
what could th^n be edited. 'Ibis is? to say that with two copies of each taken apart, there 
wpuld 09 a copy ox" each p.v>^ and at appropriate joints sections from other bookn could 
be Inserted in what T fOuid become both a rough outline of the condonation and a be^nning 
point for editing/ inserting- Then another elternativs occurred* if the enlarging xerox 
is not tOQ expensive, it would be bufct*r to use one* tfhile the si/t 1 of page, as I recall, 
would b> awkward, the benefits space and legibility vroull overcome this. I thirkit 
would com out 10/18. 

Hot such after X started tlii^ im day 1 4^11 with linen i ^ul -ork lor su to 

get doa^ far fiia in tin-: to b= sailed tomorrow* I still do not travel too well and I f ia 

not yet willing to drive to Dd again. I'm gouig to havo ts improve more first* So if it 

is to reach him by I'll have to have It done by a.m. I've amended a complaint in 

one FQ1 suit and have other work on others. I surprised the phone started up 

before not; because there ic craaicesc afoot and I watf to hava had v*o calls by now, 

Wijat try'iA^tc do is give you a better basis for con^ideriog wh ether you would 

could bsi interim tod in Uiiu b~r t £ kj m r if the answer Is maybe or yos, fln estiamte 

of the time would be a good ibing to h&vo. Tho conaensstion doss, I tlunk, have enormous 
possibilities in the impact wth^r or not commercially. I would, for e^^mple, inist that 
as pert oi r the dtal there be a set of BOhcs (bound prooofo) in advance of publication 
to each Member of both Houses* possibility is to u:ado some of the harn^ tine oelf-Bnamoters 
^iave dC4ie and will bo doing* The work in ad .ition to trs oditing/cpndenslQg would not be 
great but there would be soma, inserted parenthetically or as notes, Example ; The Car- 
mission know what I've been careful to say nothing about, that iiosty destroyed his records* 
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%Q questions,, The relevance, especially in terms of intent and fairness to the FBI, 
is obvious* But the headlines 10 years later ou^ht be sene thins Mrs than a sera 
promo for this of one of thous$miis of peases ^ellipsis in the very first *ork* 

It is ^re^ture to talk aanrt condepbln^ Post Kprteis, Bt& I’d suggest th&: for 
the future a edition that could include this condensation aught be kept in wind. 

1 nave one other book for sure tiiat yould fit but urtil 1 have it written that 
also is prawn ture* Without a windfall or foundation support, neither IJurely, it iu not 
gning to oor;e about quickly because there ar-> too -any thills - Must do* I haven* 1 made 
a r^al de-nt in tha accumulated filing since the phlebitis, ii I do a bit daily* 

Please thin^theae considerations through as soon a-i you can. Hy friend is capable 
of Spot decisions and instant deals as ho is of forgetting and letting things slide* 

When the next tv;o trnnncripts arc available I*d ftpirandat* two copies* one for 
Jin and one for 

Best, 
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